Hemodialysis central venous catheter tip fracture with embolization into the pulmonary artery.
We describe the first reported case of spontaneous hemodialysis catheter fracture and embolization. We also include a summary of similar cases not previously reported in the literature that appear in the Food and Drug Administration records as medical equipment malfunctions. Our patient presented with a cough and was initially treated for presumptive pneumonia. A chest radiograph indicated that the tip of the catheter had fractured and migrated into a distal branch of the pulmonary artery. The catheter was replaced, but the tip could not be retrieved because of its peripheral location. Possible causes and consequences of this underreported complication are discussed.